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Riyad with some of his retinue for a pleasure drive
into the desert, where engine trouble developed, and
the king was delayed. When Ibn Sand failed to
return at his appointed time, the rumour went
round that the infidel had sold the king a bewitched
vehicle which had flown him away to the lands of
the ungodly, and delivered him a prisoner into their
hands. In a short space of time a large number of
persons had armed themselves and left the town in
the direction taken by the king, but they had not
proceeded far when they saw Ibn Saud returning
triumphantly in his chariot.
This incident reminds me rather forcibly of the
Knights of Charlemagne who, filled with alarm when
they saw Arab horsemen emerge from the interior
of the magnificent clock of exquisite workmanship
which Haroun al-Raschid at the zenith of Arab
civilization had presented to Charlemagne, believed
that they were confronted with magic. They sus-
pected the clock of evil influences, and would have
destroyed it. In the centuries which have passed
the West has become the custodian of " magic,35 and
the East that to be affrighted.
Great as these reforms have been, they are really
as nothir^g when compared with the law, order and
security which Ibn Saud has evolved throughout the
length and breadth of his dominions. The wisdom of
Ibn Saud lies in the fact that he was alive from the very
beginning to the fundamental truth that until law
and order were established no reforms were possible.
Not only did Ibn Saud transform the Bedouins
into citizens, God-fearing and law-abiding, but he